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After he was selected to be NATOï¿½s sixteenth Supreme Allied Commander, The New York

Times described Jim Stavridis as a ï¿½Renaissance admiral.ï¿½ A U. S. Naval Academy graduate

with a masterï¿½s degree and doctorate from The Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts

University, conversant in both French and Spanish, this author of numerous books and articles

impressed the Navyï¿½s leaders and senior Pentagon civilians with his wide range of interests,

educational background, keen understanding of strategic doctrine, mastery of long-range planning,

and command of international affairs.

"His chapters on â€ªleadership, strategic â€Žcommunications, andâ€ª innovation are also useful

words for all military leaders."ï¿½Parametersï¿½Coalition warfare, whether based on established

alliances such as NATO, or so-called coalitions of the willing like that against the Islamic State

(ISIS) group, continue to be the order of the day and appear to be Canadaï¿½s preferred method

for sending forces off to what we rightly or wrongly call ï¿½warï¿½ these days. This highly engaging

account of one manï¿½s approach to this type of generalship (or more accurately the art of the

admiral) is both timely and a very worthwhile read.ï¿½ï¿½Canadian Naval Reviewï¿½Stavridis says

he wants to show the reader not what happened during his four years, but rather why it happened.

He proceeds to take the reader on a tour of challenges: from the toppling of Qadhafi to the civil war

in Syria, Israeli security, a resurgent Russia, the Balkans, and finally, of course, Afghanistan. Thus

the first few chapters are a whirlwind of individuals, meetings, and events. Among all this, he often

pauses within chapters to highlight some of the more important senior military and political officials

that make up the NATO alliance. His new memoir is a refreshing dose of honesty, intelligence, and

reflectionï¿½much needed in todayï¿½s Navy and tomorrowï¿½s leaders.ï¿½ï¿½Naval War

College Reviewï¿½First, Stavridis provides valuable historical perspective of the major conflicts that

occurred or were ongoing during his time at the helm of NATO/EUCOM. Second, he shares his

views on strategic leadership to include the advantages and pitfalls that come with Twitter,

Facebook, and the other tools of a more interconnected world. Fans of Admiral Stavridisï¿½s

previous works are surely going to enjoy The Accidental Admiral. For new readers, it can serve as a

valuable introduction that will then pull them toward his other works.ï¿½ï¿½Naval Historical

Foundation"Stavridisï¿½ perspective on how he arrived as the first admiral to ever hold the senior

position at NATO proves interesting. After taking command in 2009, he recounts in six chapters his

most pressing challenges. He does this primarily through a geographical lens with chapters focused



on Afghanistan, Libya, Syria, the Balkans, Israel, and Russia. In each chapter he paints a candid

picture from a strategic leaderï¿½s viewpoint on how he approached the problems he encountered

in each region. After the historical tour of challenges, he shifts to a discussion of leadership in a

broader sense. There are five chapters on various aspects of leadership. Most of these leadership

tents are valid, not just at the four-star military level, but to all leaders.ï¿½ï¿½Military Review

Adm. James Stavridis, USN (Ret.) is a 1976 distinguished graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy who

spent over 35 years on active service in the Navy. He commanded destroyers and a carrier strike

group in combat and served for seven years as a four-star admiral, including nearly four years as

the first Navy officer chosen as Supreme Allied Commander for Global Operations at NATO. After

retiring from the Navy he was named the dean of The Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at

Tufts University in 2013. In addition, he currently serves as the U.S. Naval Institute's Chair of the

Board of Directors. He has written articles on global security issues for The New York Times, The

Washington Post, Atlantic Magazine, Naval War College Review, and Proceedings and is the author

or co-author of several books, including Command at Sea 6th Ed. and Destroyer Captain.
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